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Biography/Career Summary 
 
 
 

 
 
Donnell is the Director of Academic Affairs at The International School of Hospitality (TISOH), Immediate 
Past President for the National Association for Catering and Events (NACE), and a Past Public 
Commissioner for the Events Industry Council’s CMP Governance Commission. He holds a Doctor of 
Philosophy in Workforce Development and Organizational Leadership from the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas (UNLV). Donnell started his professional career as a clinical researcher in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Prior to his current position at TISOH, he was the Director of Religious Education for the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Las Vegas. Donnell is a Certified Professional in Catering and Events (CPCE), a Certified 
Hospitality Educator (CHE), and a Certified Food & Beverage Executive (CFBE). 
  
Donnell is actively involved in the catering, event, wedding, and hotel industries through industry and 
association participation.  At NACE, he has served multiple roles both on the national board as well as 
chairing education committees.  On the local level he has served multiple terms at Las Vegas NACE 
including as Treasurer.  Donnell was appointed to the President's List of NACE National in 2010 for 
outstanding achievement and contribution to the association.  Outside of meetings and events, Donnell 
currently is in his second term on the Board of Advisors for the Southern Nevada Hotel Concierge 
Association, an Institutional Commissioner for the Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and 
Training, and a Board Member for the Innovations International Charter School of Nevada.   
  
A curriculum designed around focused, practical short-term learning is the innovation in education developed 
by Donnell while at TISOH for TISOH. Donnell’s research on competency models has made an impact in 
academia and industry. His Ph.D. dissertation created a competency model for catering and event 
professionals. His efforts was rewarded by the Event Industry Council, the pre-eminent hospitality umbrella 
organization with 26 individual association members covering over 100,000 members, with their Pacesetter 
award in 2014. 
 
He is the Founding President of the Las Vegas New Century Lions Club and a past President of the Lions 
Quest Inc., the educational foundation for the State of Nevada’s Lions Club. 


